
 
 
I trust the following scriptures will help you regarding the doctrine of marriage. 
 
The original institution. 
 
“And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an 
help meet for him. And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and 
every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and 
whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. And Adam gave 
names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam 
there was not found an help meet for him. And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 
And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her 
unto the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall 
be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. And they were 
both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.” (Ge 2:18-25 av) 
 
 
The Lord’s judgements on man because they had more than one wife. 
 
“And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters 
were born unto them, That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and 
they took them wives of all which they chose. And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always 
strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.” 
(Ge 6:1-3 av) 
 
 
The law confirms the sanctity of the institution of marriage. This clearly means it is 
sinful to break the marriage covenant. 
 
“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” 
(1Jo 3:4 av) 
 
 “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” (Ex 20:14 av) 
 
 
Read Leviticus Chapter 18. This lays our clearly who we cannot marry. 
 
 
Some of the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ regarding the sanctity of marriage. 
 
“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I 
say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery 
with her already in his heart.” (Mt 5:27-28 av) 
 
“It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of 
divorcement: But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the 
cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is 
divorced committeth adultery.  (Mt 5:31-32 av) 
 
 
 



 
 
Christ takes us back to original institution of marriage. 
 
“And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? 
tempting him. And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you? And 
they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. And Jesus 
answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. But 
from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; And they twain shall be one flesh: so 
then they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder. And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter. And he 
saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery 
against her. And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she 
committeth adultery.” (Mr 10:2-12 av) 
 
 
The apostle Paul in Romans takes us to the law. 
 
 “Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath 
dominion over a man as long as he liveth? For the woman which hath an husband is bound by 
the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the 
law of her husband. So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she 
shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she 
is no adulteress, though she be married to another man.” (Ro 7:1-3 av) 
 
 
In the 1st Corinthians he emphasises that if one separates they cannot remarry. 
 
“And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her 
husband: But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and 
let not the husband put away his wife.” (1Co 7:10-11 av) 
 
 
In Ephesians we have the marriage union compared to the union between Christ and the 
church. This is also in the Song of Solomon.. 
 
“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the 
head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 
Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their wives as 
their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own 
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are members of 
his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, 
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but 
I speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so 
love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.” (Eph 5:22-33 
av) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
One wife or monogamous relationships only. 
 
“A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good 
behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;” (1Ti 3:2 av) 
 
“Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses 
well.” (1Ti 3:12 av) 
 
“If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or 
unruly. For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, 
not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; But a lover of hospitality, a lover of 
good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, 
that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.” (Tit 
1:6-9 av) 
 
“Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God 
will judge.” (Heb 13:4 av) 
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